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reckoned Burns and Byron the most genuine poetical
geniuses of my time, and half a century before me. We
have many men of high poetical talent, but none, I
think, of that ever-gushing and perennial fountain of
natural waters.

Mr. Laidlaw dined with us. Says Mr. Gibson told
him he would dispose of my affairs, were it any but Sir
W. S. No doubt, so should I. I am wellnigh doing
so at any rate. But, fortuna juvante! much may be
achieved. At worst, the prospect is not very discour-
aging to one who wants little. MetMnks I have been like
Burns's poor laborer,

" So constantly in Ruin's sight,
The view o?t gives me little fright."tion are to the teaboard-looking
